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Abstract: This paper conducts an in-depth exploration of the theme "Xin Qiji: Beyond the Twilight? - 
A Reexamination of His Poetry and Its Significance." Firstly, it introduces the historical background of 
Xin Qiji, including the political turmoil and social changes during the Southern Song Dynasty. Then, it 
analyzes Xin Qiji's poetry from three aspects. Firstly, it expounds the ideological connotations of his poetry, 
including strong patriotism and loyalty, criticism of social injustice, and profound philosophical reflections. 
Secondly, it discusses his creative mentality in poetry, such as bold innovation, integration of different genres, 
and emotional expression. Thirdly, it analyzes the language characteristics of his poetry, including rich 
vocabulary, skillful use of metaphor and symbolism, and attention to rhythm and rhyme. Finally, it discusses 
the significance of Xin Qiji's poetry, including its contribution to Chinese literature, reflection of social and 
historical context, and universal themes and values.
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In the annals of Chinese literature, Xin Qiji is a 
luminary whose name shines brightly. The statement 
that since Xin Qiji's death, the high-level culture of 
an era has been in its twilight, and that "this may 
be the twilight of the entire ancient Chinese literary 
lineage in my mind," poses a profound question 
that demands a comprehensive reexamination. This 
academic exploration delves into the poetry of Xin 
Qiji, analyzing its ideological connotations, creative 
mentality, and language color to determine whether 
his work truly marks a twilight or if it transcends 
such a notion, holding significant importance for 
understanding the evolution of Chinese literature.

I. The  Life  and  Times  of   Xin  Qiji

Xin Qiji was born into a time of political 
turmoil and social change. The Southern Song 

Dynasty was fraught with external threats from the 
Jin Dynasty and internal struggles for power. His 
life was marked by a complex blend of military 
service, political activism, and literary pursuits.

As a young man, Xin Qiji demonstrated 
except ional  courage and leadership  on the 
battlefield. His military exploits were fueled by a 
deep sense of patriotism and a desire to defend his 
homeland. However, his efforts were often thwarted 
by the court's indecisiveness and appeasement 
policies.

Despite the setbacks in his political career, Xin 
Qiji channeled his frustrations and ideals into his 
poetry. His works became a vehicle for expressing 
his unwavering loyalty to the country, his criticism 
of corrupt officials, and his longing for a unified 
and prosperous nation.
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II. Ideological  Connotations  in  Xin  Qiji's Poetry

A. Patriotism and Loyalty

Patriotism is the cornerstone of Xin Qiji's 
ideological connotations. His poems are replete with 
expressions of love for the country and a fervent 
desire to see it regain its former glory. For instance, 
in "I look northward, sighing for the lost land. / How 
can I forget the humiliation of the nation?" he vividly 
portrays his anguish over the loss of territory and his 
determination to reclaim it.

His loyalty to the country is unwavering. 
Even in the face of political adversity, he remained 
committed to serving the nation and advocating 
for strong military defenses. His poems serve as a 
reminder of the importance of patriotism and loyalty 
in times of crisis.

B. Social Criticism

Xin Qiji was not afraid to voice his criticism of 
social injustices and corrupt officials. In his poems, 
he exposed the extravagance and corruption of the 
ruling class, while also expressing sympathy for 
the common people. For example, "The rich enjoy 
luxury while the poor suffer. / When will justice 
be served?" shows his concern for the plight of the 
masses.

His social criticism is not only a reflection of 
his moral integrity but also a call for reform and 
social justice. It demonstrates his awareness of the 
responsibilities of intellectuals in society.

C. Philosophical Reflections

In addition to patriotism and social criticism, 
X in  Q i j i ' s  poe t ry  a l so  con t a in s  p r o found 
philosophical reflections. He pondered the meaning 
of life, the passage of time, and the nature of human 
existence. For instance, "Life is like a dream. / In a 
blink of an eye, everything fades away." reflects his 
contemplation on the transient nature of life.

His philosophical reflections add depth and 

complexity to his poetry, making it more than just 
a vehicle for political and social expressions. They 
also offer insights into the human condition and 
the eternal questions that have puzzled thinkers 
throughout history.

III. Creative  Mentality  in  Xin  Qiji's  Poetry

A. Bold Innovation

Xin Qiji was a bold innovator in the field of 
poetry. He broke free from the traditional poetic 
forms and conventions of his time, creating a unique 
style that combined elements of “haofang” and 
“wanyue”. His poems are characterized by their 
powerful language, vivid imagery, and emotional 
intensity.

For example, he often used exaggerated and 
vivid descriptions to create a sense of grandeur and 
heroism. In "The mountains are like clusters of jade, 
/ The waters are like flowing brocade." he employs 
vivid imagery to paint a magnificent picture of 
nature.

B. Integration of Different Genres

Xin Qiji was also known for his integration 
of different literary genres into his poetry. He 
incorporated elements of history, philosophy, and 
folk songs, creating a rich and diverse literary 
tapestry. This integration not only expanded the 
scope of his poetry but also added a new dimension 
to Chinese literature.

For instance, in some of his poems, he drew 
on historical events and figures to make profound 
statements about the present. At the same time, he 
also incorporated folk songs and ballads, giving his 
poetry a more accessible and popular appeal.

C. Emotional Expression

Emotional expression is a key aspect of Xin 
Qiji's creative mentality. His poems are filled with 
a wide range of emotions, from passion and anger 
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to melancholy and nostalgia. He was not afraid to 
express his true feelings, whether it was his love 
for the country, his frustration with politics, or his 
personal joys and sorrows.

For example, in "I am drunk and sing a sad 
song. / Who understands my heart?" he reveals 
his inner turmoil and loneliness. His emotional 
expression makes his poetry more relatable and 
human, allowing readers to connect with him on a 
deeper level.

IV. Language  Color  in  Xin  Qiji's  Poetry

A. Rich Vocabulary

Xin Qij i ' s  poetry is  known for  i ts  r ich 
vocabulary. He used a wide range of words and 
expressions to create vivid images and convey 
complex emotions. His vocabulary includes both 
refined literary language and colloquial expressions, 
giving his poetry a unique charm.

For example, he might use archaic words to 
create a sense of historical depth, or he might use 
slang to add a touch of humor and vitality. His rich 
vocabulary allows him to express himself with 
precision and creativity.

B. Metaphor and Symbolism

Metaphor and symbolism are frequently 
employed in Xin Qiji's poetry. He used these literary 
devices to enhance the expressiveness of his works 
and to convey deeper meanings. For instance, he 
might compare a person's courage to a lion's roar or 
use a flower to symbolize beauty and fragility.

His use of metaphor and symbolism adds layers 
of meaning to his poetry, making it more thought-
provoking and engaging. It also showcases his 
mastery of language and his ability to create vivid 
and memorable images.

C. Rhythm and Rhyme

Xin Qiji paid great attention to rhythm and 

rhyme in his poetry. His poems have a musical 
quality, with a pleasing cadence and harmonious 
rhymes. This not only makes his poetry more 
aesthetically pleasing but also enhances i ts 
memorability.

For example, he might use alliteration or 
assonance to create a sense of rhythm and harmony. 
His skillful use of rhythm and rhyme is a testament 
to his artistic sensibility and his understanding of the 
power of language.

V. Significance  of  Xin  Qiji's  Poetry

A. Contribution to Chinese Literature

Xin Qiji's poetry made significant contributions 
to the development of Chinese literature. His bold 
innovation and integration of different genres 
expanded the boundaries of poetry and inspired 
future generations of writers. His works also played 
an important role in preserving and promoting 
Chinese cultural traditions.

His patriotic themes and social criticism 
have had a profound impact on Chinese literary 
and cultural consciousness. They have inspired 
generations of intellectuals to be concerned about the 
fate of the country and to strive for social justice.

B. Reflection of Social and Historical Context

Xin Qiji's poetry is a reflection of the social and 
historical context of his time. It provides valuable 
insights into the political, economic, and cultural 
conditions of the Southern Song Dynasty. His works 
help us understand the struggles and aspirations of 
people living in a time of turmoil and change.

By studying his poetry, we can gain a deeper 
understanding of the complex relationship between 
literature and society, and how literature can serve as 
a mirror of history.

C. Universal Themes and Values

Despite being written in a specific historical 
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context, Xin Qiji's poetry contains universal themes 
and values that resonate with readers across time 
and space. His themes of patriotism, loyalty, social 
justice, and philosophical reflections are as relevant 
today as they were in his time.

His poetry reminds us of the importance of these 
values in our lives and encourages us to reflect on 
our own responsibilities as individuals and members 
of society.

Ⅵ. Conclusion

In conclusion, a reexamination of Xin Qiji's 
poetry reveals that it is far from being in the twilight. 
His works are a rich and vibrant part of Chinese 
literary heritage, full of ideological connotations, 
creative mentality, and language color. His poetry 
continues to inspire and captivate readers today, 
offering valuable insights into Chinese history, 
culture, and human nature.

Rather than marking the end of an era, Xin Qiji's 
poetry represents a high point in Chinese literature, 
a testament to the power of human creativity and 
the enduring value of great art. As we continue to 
study and appreciate his works, we are reminded 
of the importance of preserving and promoting our 
cultural heritage, and of the role that literature can 
play in shaping our understanding of the world and 
ourselves.
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