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A Corpus-Based Study on the Acquisition of Chinese Idioms by
Primary School Students and Teaching Strategies

GUO Min', LU Yutong', LIU Yu’
1. School of Foreign Languages, Hubei University of Technology, Wuhan, Hubei 430068, China
2. School of Sinology, Mae Fah Luang University, Mueang Chiang Rai, Chiang Rai 57100, Thailand

Abstract Based on a corpus of over 350000 words of compositions written by upper-grade primary school students,
an in-depth analysis was conducted on 1337 idiom usage cases. Common errors were identified in four areas, including
semantic comprehension. The primary causes of these errors were students' cognitive habits and insufficient knowledge
of idioms. To cultivate students' ability to correctly understand and use idioms, enhance their language expression and
cultural literacy, we propose strategies such as categorized teaching, strengthening grammar and pragmatics instruction,
stimulating students' interest in learning, and encouraging family involvement.
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