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Literature that is Neglected in International Chinese Teaching

HE Qianru
National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Nanyang Walk 637616, Singapore

Abstract This paper explores the significance of literature in international Chinese
language teaching and highlights the often—overlooked principles in the selection of
literary works. Since the inception of international Chinese education, literary works
have served as crucial linguistic materials. Scholars and experts have extensively
discussed the advantages and drawbacks of incorporating literature into international
Chinese language teaching materials. However, there remain aspects of literature in
international Chinese language teaching that have not received sufficient attention.By
analyzing the current state of international Chinese language textbooks and research,
and synthesizing literature and cultural studies, this paper reemphasizes the pivotal
role of literature in language education. It particularly underscores the aesthetic and
localization principles that should be considered when selecting literary works, aiming
for a more comprehensive understanding and utilization of literature in international
Chinese language teaching. Additionally, by reevaluating the overlooked significance of
literature in this field, this paper offers new perspectives and insights to enhance the

integration of literature into the teaching practices

Keywords Literature; International Chinese Language Teaching; Aesthetic Awareness;

Localization; Overseas Chinese Literature
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