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Empowering Normal University Students’ Language Competence
through Debate-Based Teaching:
A Case Study of the Philosophy of Education Course

YANG Yuan
School of Education, Wuhan College of Arts and Science, Wuhan 430345, China

Abstract Enhancing the language competence of normal university students is a necessity driven by societal
development. Introducing debate-based teaching into the Philosophy of Education course is beneficial for improving
students’ language skills, strengthening teacher-student communication, and facilitating the examination and
reconstruction of philosophical knowledge. The effective application of debate-based teaching requires the precise
guidance of debate topics, emphasizes the deepening collaboration between teacher guidance and student-centered
learning, and promotes the deep integration of debate and instruction. The application of debate-based teaching in the
Philosophy of Education course includes three stages: preparation, implementation, and reflection. The preparation
stage involves setting debate topics, dividing groups, and clarifying rules; the implementation stage focuses on student
speeches and teacher guidance; the reflection stage highlights the advantages and limitations of debate-based teaching.

Keywords Debate-based teaching; Philosophy of education; Classroom instruction; Practical application
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