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Open Sign Network and Identity Construction:
A Study of Imagery Clusters in Little Fires Everywhere
from the Perspective of Eco's Semiotics

YANG Li
Guangzhou College of Commerce, Guangzhou 511363, China

Abstract Taking Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng as the research object and based on Umberto Eco's
core theory in The Open Work, this study focuses on the image clusters composed of the motifs of "fire", "house" and
"art" to explore their functioning as an open sign network. Eco emphasizes the constraints and polysemy of the open
texts. Anchored in this theoretical framework, the paper establishes "breaking mainstream discipline and reconstructing
autonomous identity" as the core interpretive boundary. It analyzes the "core--radiation" logic formed by the fire-centered
image clusters, revealing how the polysemy generated in the dimensions of "destruction and rebirth", "confinement
and freedom" and "falsehood and truth" serves the theme of identity construction. The study aims to deepen the
understanding of the relationship between the novel’s semiotic system and the complexity of individual identity, while
providing a concrete methodological path of "core imagery -- radiation imagery -- thematic anchoring" for the semiotic
analysis of contemporary literary imagery.

Keywords Little Fires Everywhere; Image clusters; Umberto Eco; Open work; Sign network
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