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Two Reading Notes on Bronze Inscriptions of
Qin and Han Dynasties

JI Chenrui
Institute for Advanced Studies of Confucianism, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100, China

Abstract The third character of the inscription on the stolen cultural relic “Qin Zhen Key” collected by Chunhua
County Public Security Bureau in Xianyang should be the word “Huai”, which is the provincial name of “Huaide”. It
was worn away, indicating that the residence and subordinate relationship of “Zhongfu” under the jurisdiction of Yuefu
had been adjusted and left Huaide. In addition, although this “tuning instrument” was stolen and excavated in the tomb
of Emperor Wen of the Han Dynasty, it is still a Qin instrument in terms of the characteristics of the text. The burial
of the former dynasty objects in the tomb is the embodiment of Emperor Wen’s “thrift”. In the bronze axe inscriptions
unearthed in the ancient city of Yangdu in the early Han Dynasty, “Ku” and “Zuo” were all official names, and “Kuqi”
and “Zuoping” meant “Kusefuqi” and “Kuzuoping”. Although this axe was an artifact of the Han Dynasty, due to the fact
that the Han Dynasty inherited the Qin system, the inscription on it is a reflection of the labor officer production system
in the Qin-occupied Sanjin area in the late Warring States period. After the army of Wang Jian and Wang Ben, who had
been stationed in Sanjin for a long time, occupied the Qi area, the Qin officials and engineers took over the weapons
casting sites left over from the Juyang area of the Qi State, and the phenomenon of casting weapons from the “storehouse”
appeared.

Keywords Qin Zhen key ; Yangdu Ancient City; Axe
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