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Exploring the Significance of Human Rights Jurisprudence
in International Core Crimes for the Construction of
China's Human Rights System:

The Case of Crimes Against Humanity

ZHAO Ziyu
The University of New South Wales Faculty of Law, Sydney 2052, Australia

Abstract: China is currently confronted with the epochal task of independently constructing its human-rights
architecture and of exploring a development path that both reflects Chinese characteristics and aligns with international
standards. Using crimes against humanity—one of the core offences in international criminal law—as the analytical entry
point, this article examines how human-rights jurisprudence is reflected in that offence’s legislative evolution, treaty
regulation, and judicial application, and considers the implications for building China’s human-rights protection regime.
Methodologically, it adopts normative analysis to distil the human-rights values embedded in crimes against humanity,
including their historical context, conditions of applicability, and the identification of protected groups. It further
synthesises the basic consensus reached by the international community—namely, the universality of human rights, the
principle of non-discrimination, states’ positive obligations, and institutional accountability. The article then aligns these
ideas with the needs of China’s human-rights enterprise and advances several recommendations: drawing intellectual
nourishment from China’s fine traditional culture; constructing a phased, incremental system of human-rights guarantees;
broadening institutional safeguards; and strengthening mechanisms of review, denial, and accountability, thereby
fostering a proactive, value-affirming conception of human rights. It concludes that fully engaging with the universal
human-rights principles inherent in crimes against humanity can enhance the legitimacy and persuasiveness of China’s
human-rights discourse and contribute to the improvement of a human-rights system with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: Crimes against humanity; Human rights principles; International criminal law; Human rights system

with Chinese characteristics
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